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from other forms of illegal acts or omissions, both as regards the 
substantive rights involved and as regards the courts which take 
cognizance of the act or omission. 

The author first discusses the general principles applicable to the 
law of torts, such as "Variations in the Normal Right to Sue," 
" Joint Tort Feasors, " "Discharge," "Limitation of Liability." 
There is also a very full discussion of the subject of ' ' Remedies 
for Torts," particularly the remedy in damages, and especial atten- 
tion is paid to the doctrine of exemplary damages. Secondly, the 
author treats of specific wrongs, giving large space to the exposi- 
tion of the modern law of negligence. The work contains far 
more than the mere elements of the law of torts, and is, indeed, 
quite full in its treatment of all the ramifications of the subject. 
It is a ready-reference book for the practitioner as well as a manual 
for the student. 0. J. R. 



A Treatise on the Law of Personal Property. By James 
ScHOULER, LL.D. Third Edition. Two Volumes. Boston: 
Little, Brown & Co. 1896. 

This work needs little introduction to the profession, almost 
twenty-five years having elapsed since the publication of the first 
edition. The plan of the work has not been changed. Mr. 
Schouler divides the general subject into three parts : I. Nature 
and General Incidents of Personal Property ; II. Leading Classes 
of Personal Property; III. Title to Property. 

The first and second divisions are treated in volume one ; title to 
personal property by original acquisition, gift and sale is discussed 
in the second volume. The law of bailments is not treated here, 
the author having published a separate work upon that subject. 
This classification seems admirably adapted to the purposes of an 
elementary treatise upon personal property law ; it is at once logical 
and comprehensive. The author's method is in a measure his- 
torical, and the subdivisions of his subject are discussed with due 
regard to their relative importance. 

A chapter is devoted to an explanation of the term .personal 
property ; chattels real, chattels personal and fixtures are treated 
at great length. Following the common-law writers who treat of 
the time of enjoyment of an estate in realty, the author includes a 
chapter on Personal Property in Expectancy, treating the growth of 
the doctrine from Manning' s Case, 8 Co. 94, b. Similarly, he 
treats the interests of different owners in the same chattels under 
Joint and Common Owners, Partners and Members of Corporations. 
His chapter upon Income, Interest and Usury forms an important 
part of the first division, which is closed with a short discussion of 
the Conflict of Laws Relating to Personal Property. 

A very satisfactory treatise on Sales comprises threefourths of the 
second volume. At page 14, Vol. II., in his discussion of title, 
the author states the well-known rule that common law the finder 
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of lost property acquired a valid title thereto as against all the 
world except the true owner, citing the decision in Bridges v. 
Hawkesworth, 7 E. L. & E. 424, 1851. Commenting upon this 
rule, he says : ' ' We may not, from this case, however, safely con- 
clude that the local situation of the property is always to be disre- 
garded. ' ' A case decided by Lord Chief Justice Russell, while this 
work was in press. South Staffordshire Water Co. v. Sharman 
[1896], 2 Q. B. 44, 35 Am. Law Reg. & Rev. N. S. 588, greatly 
modifies the general rule and fortifies the author's comment. 

This edition should be welcomed by the profession ; the name 
of its publishers explains its superior mechanical excellence. 

W. B. L. 



Studies in the Civil Law and Its Relations to the Law of 
England and America. By William Wirt Howe, of the Bar 
of New Orleans. Boston: Little, Brown & Co. 1896. 

This volume contains a series of lectures, delivered in the Yale 
Law School, by the author, as W. L. Storrs, Professor of Municipal 
Law, for the year 1894, expanded and rearranged for publication. 
As the Civil Law is the basis of the Louisiana Code, and the author 
has been a Justice of the Supreme Court of that State, and now is 
a leading practitioner of the New Orleans Bar, he is especially 
fitted to deal with the subject. 

The introduction contains an historical sketch of great interest, 
tracing the growth of Roman Law through three periods : the first, 
called the Regal ; the second, the Republican, and the third, the 
Imperial. The Twelve Tables, the Perpetual Edict, the Responsa 
Prudentium, the Constitutions, the Codes, the Institutes and the 
Digest are all treated most attractively. 

The second chapter deals more particularly with the Jurisconsults 
and the Law Schools, while the third, and perhaps most interest- 
ing chapter, treats of the historical relation of the Roman Law to 
the Law of England. The author traces, in a rapid and compre- 
hensive manner, the influence of that law in England, from the 
Roman Conquest, through the period of re-conversion to Chris- 
tianity after the Saxon Conquest, through the Norman Invasion, 
which brought in the Churchmen, learned in the Civil Law, and 
then through the time of the Archbishops and Chancellors who fol- 
lowed, down to the present. To show how great has been the 
effect of this influence, several examples are given, and the law of 
probate and admiralty, the rules governing the question of testa- 
mentary capacity in case of alleged insanity, the law of corpora- 
tions, the rules on the subject of alluvion, the law of bailments, 
the law of estoppel by judgment, trial by jury and the doctrines of 
habeas corpus, are all shown to be taken directly, or largely 
derived, from the Roman Law. 

Following a division with which all Common Law students are 
familiar. Judge Howe next deals with persons and then with things. 



